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complete its difficult task of governing the country until the Imperial
Duma is convened.
The Emperor yielded again, and at my recommendation
A, P. Nikolsky, one of my collaborators in the Ministry of
Finances, was appointed Director of the Ministry of Agri-
culture. I selected him because I knew that he was on good
terms with Krivoshein and that His Majesty would, there-
fore, raise no objections.
In another connection I have spoken of the role played
by Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaievich in the critical days
which preceded the publication of the constitutional mani-
festo. In his capacity of commander of the armies of the
St. Petersburg District he complied with my request to keep
the troops in readiness, should I find it necessary to proclaim
military law in St. Petersburg and its vicinity. Several
weeks after the interview in the course of which that subject
was discussed, General Hasenkampf, shortly before ap-
pointed assistant to the Grand Duke, called on me and
asked me, in the Grand Duke's name, in case of necessity
to proclaim extraordinary instead of military law. "You
see," he explained, "if extraordinary law is proclaimed the
capital punishment cases will be within the jurisdiction of
Durnovo (Minister of the Interior), while in case of mili-
tary law the executions will depend on the Grand Duke,
and he is likely to become a target of the terrorists."
No sooner did the Grand Duke perceive that the pacifica-
tion was not likely to come at once than his relative judi-
ciousness and restraint vanished. Before long I learned by
chance that General Rauch, his nearest satellite, was con-
ferring with Dr. Dubrovin, the notorious Black Hundred
leader, who was then at the beginning of his career. Later
the Grand Duke's relations with the Union of the Russian
People (a Black Hundred organization, or more precisely,
a band of mercenary hooligans) assumed a more direct